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nator. We shall, therefore, be justified in asserting that
as soon as a tone is formed in the glottis it is reinforced
by the resonance of the superior cavity of the larynx.
This space, moreover, is to some extent complicated by
the so-called ventricles of the larynx. In the anatomical
section these cavities have already been described as
pouches situated immediately above either vocal chord in
the side wall of the superior larynx; as, moreover, they
are called into existence by the tension of the vocal chords,
strictly speaking, the effect they produce is to give to the
vocal chord a sharp edge, which places it at once in a
position to be employed as an apparatus for the produc-
tion of tone. We must, however, further regard them
as air-chambers situated immediately above the vocal
chords, and shall give the more importance to this view
when we observe that these pouches are greater than is
necessary merely for the liberation of the vocal chords.
They commence, namely, upon the inner surface of the
upper cavity of the larynx as a narrow crevice, per-
haps 3 mm. (*117 inch) high, the ends of which are
rounded off both behind and before. Within this crevice,
however, these cavities are formed in such a manner in
the anterior portion of the mucous membrane lining the
upper cavity of the larynx, that their upper margin is in
front near the thyroid cartilage 10-12 mm. (*39-'47 inch)
above the vocal chord, descending backwards till their
posterior end rests upon the arch of the vocal chord.
The width of these ventricles from within outwards is
about 5 mm. ("195 inch). The space enclosed by the
ventricles is, therefore, considerable ; and when they are
fully expanded, the mucous membrane, in the fore part
of which they are situated, is so forced into the superior
cavity of the larynx that this portion of it is rather
narrower, and only attains its full dimensions above the